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business.  And remember even Santa needs

a good accountant!

On behalf of everyone at
Stopfords, I wish you all a
Merry Christmas and a
Prosperous New Year.

Brian Stopford

MERRY
CHRISTMAS!

CHRISTMAS SHUTDOWN
Please note that the office will be closing at around lunchtime
on Thursday 24 December and re-open on Monday 4 January.

We wish you all an enjoyable Christmas and look
forward to working with you in 2016!

Call us in Mansfield - 01623 420 269 or in Chesterfield -  01246 385 385

Christmas is upon us
and another year draws
to a close.

It has been a very busy year and

Stopfords continues to grow both

in Mansfield and at Chesterfield.

Many clients are seeing growth

and improvement.  When talking

to you there is a recurring theme

– the difficulty in recruiting good

people with the right experience.

We too have faced this difficulty

over the past year, but I am

pleased to announce that with

two recent appointments, we will

be back up to full strength by the

New Year.

I hope you enjoy the Christmas

break.  Use it to “recharge the

batteries” and come back in the

New Year with plans for your



In February 2016 we will be mailing all our
clients inviting them to join/renew the tax
enquiry insurance scheme we run in conjunction
with Taxwise. 

Sources indicate that HM Revenue and Customs will be
targeting more small-medium sized businesses to improve
compliance therefore we can expect to see an increase in the
volume of HMRC enquiries/compliance checks. Answering all of
HMRC’s questions takes time and the enquiries often drag on
for months and sometimes take years to conclude. It can cost

The Autumn Statement follows closely on the heels of the July Budget
(which itself was shortly after the pre-election March Budget).  There
have therefore been a significant number of changes which potentially
affect you.

We suggest therefore that you visit our website to view all three of our briefings, and don’t
be afraid to pick up the phone, if there is something that concerns you.

The main announcements in the Autumn Statement were;

• changes to the prospective Tax-Free Childcare scheme

• reversal of most of the tax credit proposals

• retaining the 3% diesel supplement for company cars which was to be 
abolished

• the introduction of an apprenticeship levy

• proposals to restrict tax relief for travel and subsistence expenses for 
workers engaged through employment intermediaries

• the introduction of a payment on account of any capital gains tax due 
on the disposal of residential property

• the introduction of higher rates of Stamp Duty Land Tax on purchases 
of additional residential properties.

thousands of pounds to defend you, whatever the end result.
The insurance will cover the professional fees incurred in the
event of an HMRC enquiry/compliance check therefore giving
you peace of mind that no additional accountancy costs will be
payable by you directly.

If you have any questions resulting from the letter you receive
or indeed any queries regarding the scheme then please do not
hesitate to call Steven Strawther on 01623 420269. Please
note that we need all declarations and premiums paid by 1st
April 2016 so act quickly when the letter drops through your
letterbox!

THE AUTUMN STATEMENT 

INVITATION TO JOIN
STOPFORDS TAX ENQUIRY
INSURANCE SCHEME 2016/17

The Tax Return deadline of 31st January will be here
before you know it.  Don’t suffer any unnecessary HMRC
penalties – get your information to us fast!

31ST
JANUARY
IS LOOMING



AUTO-
ENROLMENT
WON’T GO AWAY!
Auto Enrolment is still 
a hot topic and the
Government has recently
introduced an advert
campaign to try and enforce
to all business owners how
important it is to take

immediate action. 

All year we have been bombarding
you with information through our
E-newsletters as to hopefully
prevent our clients being the ones
issued with unnecessary fines!

Please contact our Payroll Team if
you would like any help or
assistance registering with The
Pensions Regulator (TPR) or
recommendations on who you
would like to administer your
employer pension scheme.

DIRECTORS AND
OTHERS ON ‘MINIMUM’
SALARY 2016/17
Anyone who is currently being paid a salary of £670 per
month (or £155 per week) in order to secure National
Insurance Contributions will be disappointed to note that
as there has been no increase in the NI Bands announced
in the Autumn Statement, so these figures will remain the
same for 2016/17.

The Companies House Protected Online
Filing scheme – PROOF enables companies
and LLP's to protect themselves from
unauthorised changes to their company's
record as it prevents the filing of certain
paper forms.

These include:-

1. Company appointments and terminations 

2. Change of particulars of company officers

3. Change of registered office 

4. Changes to the company annual return

Once you have successfully joined the scheme,
Companies House will reject any paper versions of
these forms and send them back to the registered
office address. This will help ensure that any changes
made have been registered by the company (or LLP)
itself.

Using PROOF, together with other services such as
WebFiling and CH Monitor, will provide you with more
flexibility and security from business hijackers
ensuring that you are in complete control of filing your
information at Companies House.

To sign up for PROOF please email
Samantha@stopfords.co.uk who will be happy to assist
you with this process. 

Team News...

WELCOME
BACK SARAH!
We are thrilled to announce that Sarah
Barker has returned to Stopfords. 

After just over a year away she has
returned to her role as Senior
Accountant.  I’m sure a lot of our clients
will be as excited as us to see her back
in the team. 

KEEP YOUR
BUSINESS SAFE
FROM BUSINESS
HIJACKERS



That’s Good News...

JAMES HARDSTAFF    
Tax Senior

A Bit More About...

James joined our Tax Team in the
Summer, with a wealth of Tax and
Accounts knowledge he now assists both
the Tax and Accounts Production Team. 

YOUR CONTACTS! WHO IS THE RIGHT PERSON TO CONTACT.....

What is your area of expertise?
Personal and Corporate tax, Accounts preparation
for sole traders, partnerships and small limited
companies.

What is the most challenging part of your job?
Obtaining all the information from clients that is
required.  Keeping clients up to speed on all the
new and constantly changing tax rules and
regulations.

What part of your role do you enjoy the most?
Meeting clients and getting to know them.
Knowing that you’ve provided the client with a
good all round service.

We put the spotlight on James and asked him a
few out of hours questions :-

What is your ideal way of unwinding after a
hard day at the office?
Chilling on the sofa watching a film, exercising or
just going for a couple of beers with friends.

What are your favourite films?
Stepbrothers, The Other Guys, Elf.

What is your favourite TV programme?
Walking Dead.

Who would you most like to change place with
for the day?
Floyd Mayweather.

THE MAYOR ATTENDS CHRISTMAS
OPEN EVENING AT ATMOSPHERIC
INTERIORS
Stopfords client Atmospheric Interiors
are well known locally as specialists in
made to measure curtains and blinds,
what many people may not realise is
that they also stock a wide range of
interior accessories, cards and gifts.

On Wednesday 4th November Executive
Mayor Kate Allsop opened the Christmas
Launch Event which was attended by over 70 invited guests.

Owners Phil and Alison Constantine reported that this has been their best Xmas
launch event yet and the new ranges of Xmas gifts have proved to be very popular.

So why not call in and take a look. They are open Mon to Sat 10am – 4pm on 
Oxford St, Mansfield with free parking outside the shop.

The new league kicked off for
Mansfield RUFC on 12
September and Stopfords
were proud to Sponsor the
first league game of the
season.

The sun was shining for the
supporters but unfortunately
the team couldn’t pull out a win
and Nottingham Casuals XV
won 18-14.  To see how
Mansfield have been performing
this season follow them at
Twitter @MansfieldRugby

As part of our Sponsorship duties Brian
presented James Hooper (left) and James
Armison with their Man of the Match Award for
the First and Second XV respectively

SUPPORTING MANSFIELD RUGBY TEAM

2016 will see Mansfield 2020 host the tenth annual business awards and again
we will be supporting the event.

The specular black tie awards and ball event takes place on Friday 29th April at the
John Fretwell Centre, Mansfield, Notts. Tickets are now available from Mansfield
2020: email: admin@mansfield2020.com. 

The cost per ticket is £60 includes a 4 course meal, wine, champagne reception,
entertainment throughout and live band after the awards announcements. It truly is
a celebration event for the local business community.  

MANSFIELD 2020 BUSINESS AWARDS
AND BALL 2016

Tricia Cutts - Tax Advisor

Ruth Wilson - Credit Control

Phil Nicholson and Nichola Bennett - Limited Company

Glen Wood - Sole Trader/Partnership

Martin Swain - Chesterfield Contacts
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All the team at Stopfords are always happy to handle your queries.

Don’t forget that we are Sage Dealers, so for purchases or training please contact Pat Stopford, or for troubleshooting call our

reception team who will direct your query to an appropriate member of the team.

INFO AT YOUR FINGERTIPS WWW.STOPFORDS.CO.UK


